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‘Off the Wall’ shines in Focus on Ability Film Festival 
Newsletter of the Tulgeen Group — September 2015

grapevine 

Mitchell Porteous—the Dragon 

Wayne Ramus and Bev Mitchell—the Fuzz 

Colleen Barrett and Cornelius Moon—princess and knight 

In a mammoth creative team effort, Tulgeen’s fledgling 
Studio INSYNC created and entered a short film ‘Off the 
Wall’ in the Focus on Ability Short Film Festival.  ’Off the 
Wall’ is directed by staff member Craig Beale and starring 
Tulgeen clients Jacinta Robinson, Cornelius Moon, Mitchell 
Porteous, Colleen Barrett, Wayne Ramus, Beverley Mitch-
ell, Graham Henkel, Bradley Gordon and Shannon 
Catt.  Many other staff also contributed to the creative and 
technical processes of the film.  Additionally, the team has 
also entered a documentary ‘Behind the Scenes – The 
Making of Off the Wall’ in the short documentary catego-
ry. Both films are a celebration of inclusion. 
 
The pigeon pair of films is simply entertaining, moving and 
a showcase of both staff and client talent.  
 
Running for the 7th consecutive year the Focus on Ability 
Short Film Festival is run by NOVA Employment. The com-
petition aims to raise awareness of the abilities of people 
with a disability. The theme for the competition asks film 
makers to ‘Focus on the Ability’ of people with a disability. 

Films were judged by a professional judging panel and put through an online voting process, with separate prizes for each 
category.   Too see the films, follow the links from  the older post about this on Tulgeen’s website www.tulgeen.com.au  
 
An Awards Night for the Festival was held in Sydney on 9 September and attended by Craig Beale, Christine Boyle, Cor-
nelius Moon and Jacinta Robinson.  Whilst Studio INSYNC’s entries picked up no awards this time, Tulgeen is very proud of 
the team’s efforts.  They are already WINNERS in our eyes.  See page 7 for photos from the Awards Night. 
 
The next major Studio INSYNC production will be the Christmas 2015 production and is rumoured to have an ‘X-factor’ 
theme.  Can’t wait!! 

Shannon Catt—the biker 
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From the CEO, Pete Gorton 

Spring is here, and Tulgeen is blooming!  We now support something over 
65 individuals with disability, and we have had several new staff join us, 
both on the support worker side, and in the Workcrew.  I was particularly 
delighted to meet Brendan Taber, who with Jo McNamara, is joining us in  a 
new position.  They are our Client Services Support Coordinators, and will 
be principally focused on our two major residential complexes: Maple 
Court, and ‘Satellites’ which includes all other Tulgeen supported residents. 
 
Of course one of the recent highlights was our celebration of 40 years since 
moves were made to start what has become Tulgeen.   Our current firm is a 
far cry from the original ‘Far South Coast Handicapped Children’s Associa-
tion’, and although services didn’t commence until 1977, it seemed like a 
good opportunity to celebrate. Our history has been documented by many 
over the past year, under Gae Rheinberger’s watchful eye, and other con-
tributors.  The history includes the time at Candelo, when the Riverside 
Nursery was started, and the various other locations around Bega that 
Tulgeen has used over the years. 
 
A great afternoon party was enjoyed in the Hilton by many of our clients, 
their families, our staff, some of our business partners (Tarra Motors, IMB, 
ADHC) and many supporters who were here at the beginning.  We presented Gae Rheinberger with a painting by an ex staff 
member, local artist Rick Anderson, in recognition of her 15 plus years on our Board, including 10 years as Chair of the Board 
of Directors.  The food was outstanding – and didn’t last long – thanks to caterer Linda Sang.  A Riverside Nursery firewood 
raffle was drawn by client Corni Moon, and a few words by new Chair of the Board of Directors, Grattan Smith, and from me. 
 
I’m very pleased to say that it looks as though we completed the last financial year with some modest savings in the bank, as 
well as having been able to improve many of the facilities and fittings around the various Tulgeen properties.  We added two 
new solar systems to a couple of our buildings, which should mean we can save on funds otherwise spent on buying electricity, 
and we also replaced and updated almost every electrical lighting fitting and tubes/globes etc, again with improved efficiency 
in mind.   
 
It was great to conduct some well-overdue staff training in a number of areas.  One of the more interesting and well-received 
(better than 90% approval) was concerning person-centred approaches and thinking about the NDIS, by Dyson Consulting.  For 
those who missed out, we are hoping that Maree Dyson may be able to return to fill in the gaps, later this year. 
 
You might recall that we were hoping that our new Respite facility would be all completed by now, but we have had a few 
challenges finding builders to complete the minor works. Regardless, Respite care has been delivered in clients’ homes., and 
we now anticipate that perhaps over the next month or two we may be fully operational at Spindler Street. 
 
If you haven’t visited the Riverside Nursery for a few weeks (why not ? 8<{()) you won’t have seen the terrific renovations car-
ried out there, with more to come.  The toilets and facilities have been rebuilt, the shed completely rewired, and a new front 
patio and ceiling in the main work area are being fitted. Derek and Russ are doing great work there, and I am sure that all staff 
and clients are looking forward to a much more comfortable and safer environment for the future.  We are still waiting for the 
DA to be finalised for the Community Garden, and of course the new Workcrew shed and other improvements.  Don’t forget 
that staff and clients receive a discount on plants purchased at the Nursery! 
 
The new Client Services model is settling down, with great thanks to Jen Russell, and all of her managers and staff.  I am certain 
that this will complete a major series of improvements which all of our clients should benefit from, and I offer my congratula-
tions to all for having the courage and commitment to bring it all together.   As I said in concluding my previous column, we 
can all look forward with pride and optimism to the future.  Thank you all.  
 
Regards,  
Pete  
Pete Gorton, Chief Executive Officer ceo@tulgeen.com.au or 0419 601 579  
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Message from the Chair Grattan Smith 
 

Since last writing for the previous Grapevine, I am pleased to have met many more of the 

Tulgeen family at various functions.  This includes staff training sessions held early July, at 

different activities that our clients have participated in such as ‘Live, Loud and Acoustic’ 

on Wyndham market days, assorted other market events across the Valley, and at work 

and play in our site operations.  Of course, most recently was the recent celebration of 

the 40 years since the conception of Tulgeen.  Importantly we also together acknowl-

edged the tremendous contributions that Gae has made over the 15-years as a Director 

of Tulgeen. 

We should look to the past with pride and the future with excitement.  Stitches & Prints 

and the flourishing Riverside Nursery are delivering tremendous outcomes for our people 

and the community, and the additional contracts for the Bega Valley Work Crew will see 

growth in opportunities going forward.  The partnership with Bega Cheese continues in 

Tulgeen Packaging Services, as well as the receipt of its generous $100,000 donation, 

featured in June Grapevine.  

This donation and the many others we received from our community friends including Bendigo Bank, IMB, Morgans Financial 

(Merimbula), Mumbulla Foundation and also those individuals that contribute to our ‘workplace giving program’ are funding 

important projects in the new Respite facility, at INSYNC and the Nursery and also reducing our ongoing operating costs to al-

low Tulgeen to deliver even more for our clients.  Equally the volunteers that give their time and enthusiasm are greatly appre-

ciated.  I thank everyone that has contributed in some way over the last year and beyond.  

The Board of Directors has continued to focus on ensuring that Tulgeen is delivering services to our clients and the community 

in a sustainable way as we the transition through Person Centred Approaches (PCA) to the National Disability Insurance Scheme 

(NDIS).  A key to this is strong governance and a solid financial performance, with the year-ended June 2015 showing positive 

results.  This has been achieved by the dedication of all our people, and everyone’s efforts are appreciated.  We are well placed 

to meet future challenges and to deliver beneficial outcomes, together creating a sustainable and growing organisation.  

I am both honoured and proud to work with the other Directors, our management and staff, and our clients and their families 

and advocates.  We should be confident that together as 1TULGEEN, we will be able to do much more for our clients and the 

community.  I welcome your feedback on our progress and direction at any time and look forward to meeting more of our fami-

ly and friends. 

Best regards 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tulgeen-DisabilityServices/1474142402882078
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SPECIAL ‘O’ NEWS 

 

 

 

Special O Regional  Bowling Championships (June 2015) 

Nine of our local area Special Olympics athletes attended 

their own South Coast Regional Ten Pin Bowling Competi-

tion held in Ulladulla in June. 

Jennifer Wade, Amanda Bowering, Corni Moon, Mitchell 

Porteous, John Kivits,  Ashley Irvin, Gavin Irvin, Tim Enright 

and Sean Cousins were all in attendance. Though it was a 

small event and an  enjoyable one there was still some very 

intense competition. 

All our athletes finished with medals, the highlights being 

Jenny Wade’s twin gold medals in singles and doubles and 

Sean Cousins also claimed gold as Jenny’s doubles partner. 

This was a good opportunity for our athletes to bond with 

their “northern” South Coast teammates before the up-

coming State Championships in August and catch up with 

one or two friends from other regions. 

Special O State Bowling Championships (August 2015) 

Five of our Special Olympics Ten Pin Bowling athletes 

attended the State Ten Pin Bowling Championships in 

Campbelltown in late August. Jennifer Wade, Corni Moon,  

Mitchell Porteous, John Kivits and Sean Cousins all attend-

ed this event. It was a great opportunity for our athletes to  

 

 

bond with teammates and network with friends from other 

regions in New South Wales. 

In the singles events held on the Saturday Jennifer Wade 

was desperately unlucky to just miss a  medal after finishing 

fourth in her division. Jennifer followed this up the next day 

in the doubles event with her South Coast teammate Rean-

na Hardy. Their combination produced a  brilliant exhibition 

of accurate bowling that resulted in a silver medal for a well 

earned 2nd place. 

Mitchell produced a solid effort to take a bronze medal in 

singles and a finished strongly for fourth place in doubles. 

John and Sean were very competitive in their singles events 

and received silver medals for 2nd place finishes. As a dou-

bles combination they struggled a little the next day but still 

managed a very credible 5th place. 

Corni was not to be outdone by his peers and bowled com-

fortably above his average for both his events. Corni was 

rewarded for his excellent performances with silver medals 

in both events. 

Our athletes stayed overnight in Moruya before returning 

to INSYNC a tired but happy group on the Monday morn-

ing. 

Joe Stewart, Special Olympics Coordinator 

Front row L to R: Jenniferr Wade and John Kivits.  Back row L-R: Sean Cousins, Cornelius Moon 

and Mitchell Porteous 
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Health and Safety Matters!!  
Work Health and Safety consultation meetings will commence from 17 September.  Your workplace representatives are: 
 
 Jacoba Boulter-Kiers, 
 Sharon Cook 
 Andrew Florence  
 Kylie Britten 
 Mark Pearce 
 Sue Burgoyne 
 Jennifer Austen. 
 Ivan McKay 
 
As this is a Committee of largely new members, on the agenda for this meeting are a number of housekeeping issues about how role defi-
nition, frequency  and timing of meetings.   
 
Make sure your issue is heard by speaking with a representative once the schedule of future meetings is published following this first 
meeting.  You can also always contact WHS Advisor Shane Ardern on x 805 or shane.ardern@tulgeen.com.au at anytime 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY  is EVERYONES RESPONSIBILITY  

The work of Tulgeen clients and artists was well represented at the Plethora of Postcards exhibition at the Spiral Gallery in 

Bega in July to August.  As the name suggests, all works are the size of a postcard. Tulgeen entered a number of works in 

this exhibition and the feedback has been extremely positive! Congratulations to Miriam Kydd  who has sold most of her 

work on display! A fantastic effort!  Despite being scheduled to finish on the 12th of August, the exhibition was extended 

due to its enormous polularity. 

Plethora of Postcards@ Spiral Gallery 
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Santa with Elf  

Happy 40th Anniversary of Conception Tulgeen 
On 3 September, Tulgeen honoured its origins and celebrated its present and future. A party was held in the Hilton Room 
of Tulgeen’s INSYNC day programmes area.  It was well attended by clients, their families, Tulgeen friends and supporters, 
community leaders and Tulgeen staff.  All enjoyed a wonderful high tea catered by Linda Sang. 

During the ceremony CEO, Pete Gorton soft-launched the Tulgeen History Project in its first draft.  He invited the Tulgeen 
community to keep contributing to the project to assist Gae Rheinberger, the editor of the publication to keep refining it.   
The day was also used to honour Gae Rheinberger, long standing Board member and Tulgeen’s immediate past Chair of the 
Board of Directors.  Chair, Grattan Smith thanked Gae for her fifteen years of service on the Board and praised her tenacity 
during these years which have in part allowed Tulgeen to arrive where it is today, poised for the NDIS. Gae was presented 
with a painting by local artist and former Tulgeen staffer, Rick Anderson.  

Special mention must be made of staff Carrie Ann Halpin, Maree 
Farram., Mitch van Reesch and Di Rees who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the History Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mitchell, and Cathy Porteous with Cornelius Joy, Jo, Rachael and Jim Paul Spiteri with Col and Cath Murphy 

Gae was presented with a long service gift 

Tulgeen Chair Grattan Smith and CEO Pete Gorton Catherine (top), Simon, Jarrod and David (below) 
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Focus on Ability Film Festival Awards Night 
Craig Beale, Christine Bolye, Jacinta Robinson and Cornelius Moon attended the awards night in Sydney to represent the entire 

cast and crew of Studio INSYNC and Tulgeen.  It was an “amazing evening’ according to all in attendance.   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Special Olympic dancers on stage Craig, Jacinta, Chhristine and Cornelius on the red carpet 

The Awards Ceremony 

Superstars  Jacinta and Cornelius enjoy drinkies Craig and Cornelius looking the part of A-listers 
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Spring has Sprung at Riverside Nursery—time to plant 

Well the Nursery looks very different to how it did over Winter. For starters the bareroot has all 
been potted up and looking terrific in their new pots. Soon we will have plenty of mature ber-
ries, fruit and ornamental trees and roses for sale in the Nursery.  

We have been ordering in preparation for the spring sales. Lots of citrus are in stock.  Proteas, 
Leucdendrons, Leucospermums are also in stock. Herbs. perennials in flower, azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons are awaiting their new homes.. The retail space is looking abundant and colourful and 

the air is filled with the sweet heady smell of Boronia.  Don’t wait, come and visit us now. 

On the weekend of 12-13 September, Riverside Nursery was a stall holder and sponsor of the South Coast Field Days. 
Whilst the stall was primarily focused on promoting Riverside Nursery, it also displayed, promoted and sold product from 
Stitches and Prints, Art in the Garage and INSYNC.  A big thank you to our wonderful community in the Bega Valley who 
continue to support the Riverside Nursery and therefore inclusive supported employment for Tulgeen clients.  An unex-
pected but welcome visitor to our stall was ABC’s Gardening Australia’s Costa who was regaled by Sue about Tulgeen’s 
great work.  Needless to say, Costa was suitably impressed. We hope to see him again at the Nursery proper.  

Visit our website  www.riversidenurserybega.com.au as updates are finally being loaded regularly. We intend for the 
website to become a knowledge archive for information related to plant care, gardening and related matters relevant to 
the local area.   

We are open 7 days per week. 14 Taronga Crescent, Bega 6492 4151 

        

Sue Burgoyne welcomes visitors  Rachael Hunter prepares our display 

ABC Gardening Australia’s Costa was 

an unexpected visitor to our display at 

the Field Days 
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Keep up to date with the NDIS with the following resources: 

NDIS WEBPAGE 

This provides comprehensive information for both consumers and providers in the form of fact sheets, forms, calculators, 
guidelines and policies.  www.ndis.gov.au  Phone 1800 800 110 
 
ABILITY LINKS 

Ability Links NSW (ALNSW) is a new way to support people with disability, their families and carers as part of the ongo-
ing reforms of the disability services system in NSW. It provides people with a locally based first point of contact to sup-
port people to access supports and services in their local communities.    

https://www.adhc.nsw.gov.au/individuals/inclusion_and_participation/ability_links_nsw 

For the Bega Valley region, contact UnitingCare NSW/ACT : phone: 02 8830 0768 (UnitingCare) Email: abil-
itylinks@unitingcarenswact.org.au  

Peer to Peer Support Resources 

MY CHOICE MATTERS works with people with disability and their families to live their life their way and get the most out 
of the changing disability system. Our goal is to help you learn and practice new ways of doing things and develop and 
grow your skills in Choice, Voice and Control. We believe it is important that you have these three qualities in your life! 

 Choice: actively selecting options, alternatives and possibilities and making decisions right for you! 

 Voice: having your say, being heard, speaking up! 

 Control: making it happen, having the skills to put your choice & voice into action 
 
DSIABILITY LOOP  a way to find out more about the NDIS.  Through Disability Loop you can:: 

 Find a great selection of resources relating to the NDIS 

 Find out how the NDIS is working for other people 

 Have your say about the NDIS 

 Keep up to date with news and events about the NDIS 

 
Disability Loop is a project that has been paid for by the NDIS. It is run by, and for, people with disability and their allies.. 
www.disabilityloop.org.au/ 

 
Carers NSW is a not-for-profit organisation for relatives and friends caring for people with a disability, mental illness, drug 
or alcohol dependency, chronic condition, terminal illness or who are frail.  
www.carersnsw.org.au/NDIS 
 
 
 

Getting more Information about the NDIS 

http://www.disabilityloop.org.au/resources.html
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Contact Us Tulgeen Group t/a Tulgeen Disability Services ABN 23 001 616 100 

Visit our website for more information about Tulgeen and our services www.tulgeen.com.au 
Address: 26 Eden Street, Bega. (02) 6499 0800   
Subscriptions and  contributions:  If you wish to receive grapevine online or wish to contribute  to 

grapevine, please email grapevine@tulgeen.com.au 

Tulgeen welcomes new staff and old staff in new positions : 

4 

1 
3 

2 

Steve Totterdell (above) lives in 
Wallagoot and commenced work 
at Tulgeen at the end of July.   
Steve was called away during his 
induction with Tulgeen as his wife 
went in labour with his second 
child.  Welcome and congratula-
tions Steve. 

 

Brendan Taber (left) has just taken up the 
other position of Client Services Support 
Coordinator.  He has relocated from Can-
berra to work for Tulgeen and will be closer 
to his immediate family in Candelo. 

Maddison Batten (below) lives in 
Bega and attended Bega High School. 
She is a trainee at INSYNC and current-
ly undertaking a Certificate IV in Disa-
bility.  It’s been  her wish to work 
within the disability sector for some 
time. 

Megan Coleman (above) lives in Merim-
bula and has moved to the Valley from 
Ballina where she worked in disability. She 
is now based within the In-Home Support 
team and commenced at the end of July. 

Jo McNamara (right) has been a 
stalwart in the In-Home Support 

team for five years.  She has recent-
ly been promoted to one of the two 
Client Services Support Coordinator 
positions. We welcomed Joanne to 

her new role on 14 September. 


